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them may be preyed on by some of 
these scammers. I am guessing every 
one of these pages here, whether they 
are Republicans or Democrats, whether 
sponsored by CHUCK SCHUMER or MITCH 
MCCONNELL or me or ROB PORTMAN—I 
am guessing every one of you would 
vote for the confirmation if you could 
vote. Sorry. You are not even old 
enough to vote yet, but if you could, 
you would vote for Rohit Chopra be-
cause he is going to protect you. He is 
going to protect you when people try 
to scam you and your student loans. 

His commitment to protecting serv-
icemembers has been particularly im-
portant. He uncovered a predatory 
lending scheme. He was able to return 
more than $60 million to them and 
their families. Think about that. Peo-
ple are trying to scam our servicemem-
bers. The wife is away, serving our 
country, and the husband is home and 
they try to scam the husband, the hus-
band who worries about his wife every 
day overseas—these predatory lenders 
and others. That is why you need Rohit 
Chopra there to protect them. 

He has earned the endorsement of a 
bipartisan group of State attorneys 
general. He is supported by a broad co-
alition of 150 consumer groups, civil 
rights groups, labor groups, public in-
terest groups, and small business orga-
nizations. They know, like I do, that, 
with Mr. Chopra leading the CFPB, 
Americans can be confident they will 
have someone looking out for them. 
Corporations, big banks, payday lend-
ers—they all have high-priced lobby-
ists. You see them going in and out of 
Senator MCCONNELL’s office. We know 
that. They have an outsized voice in 
this town. Most people don’t have lob-
byists. 

I just introduced a bill to help those 
on SSI. They are the lowest income 
people, averaging $500 a month in in-
come. They didn’t have a voice. They 
hadn’t been heard from in 20 years 
until Congress did it. It is the same 
with people that Rohit Chopra will be 
paid to protect: They don’t have lobby-
ists. They don’t have a PAC. They cer-
tainly don’t have a super PAC. They 
are not able to unleash tens of millions 
of dollars of dark money to win elec-
tions. They don’t have an expensive 
lawyer they can get on the phone with 
a bank or a credit card company if 
something goes wrong. 

That is why we created the CFPB—to 
fight for them, to be a voice for ordi-
nary people—and, soon, Americans will 
have Rohit Chopra on their side. 

If you were scammed by a payday 
lender, if you were overcharged by a 
bank, if you took an unfair hit on your 
credit report, it doesn’t matter whom 
you voted for or what State. It doesn’t 
matter who your Senate sponsor is. If 
you are a page, it doesn’t matter whom 
you voted for. It doesn’t matter what 
State you live in. You need help. You 
want someone on your side, and Rohit 
Chopra will be on your side. He will 
stand up. He will be your advocate. 

That is why, as chair of the Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee, 

I enthusiastically support Mr. Chopra’s 
nomination to serve as the next Direc-
tor of the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. I urge all of my colleagues 
to support him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WARNOCK). The Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that all remaining 
postcloture time be considered expired. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
VOTE ON CHOPRA NOMINATION 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Chopra nomina-
tion? 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL). 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 399 Ex.] 
YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Cornyn Paul 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 293, Tracy 
Stone-Manning, of Montana, to be Director 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tim Kaine, Tammy 
Baldwin, Cory A. Booker, Sherrod 
Brown, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Christopher Murphy, Gary 
C. Peters, Michael F. Bennet, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Benjamin L. Cardin, Patty 
Murray, Catherine Cortez Masto, 
Tammy Duckworth, Robert Menendez, 
Bernard Sanders, Mark R. Warner, 
Richard J. Durbin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Tracy Stone-Manning, of Montana, 
to be Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 400 Ex.] 
YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Cornyn Paul 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 48. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Tracy Stone-Manning, of Montana, to 
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be Director of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada is recognized. 

ROUTE 91 HARVEST FESTIVAL SHOOTING 
ANNIVERSARY 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
this is a difficult anniversary for peo-
ple in Nevada and across the country. 
Tomorrow marks 4 years since the 
Route 91 Harvest Festival attack. And 
on that day 4 years ago, thousands at-
tended a concert on a late summer 
night in my hometown of Las Vegas. 
They were at the festival to enjoy an 
evening with friends and loved ones. 

Fifty-eight of them never made it 
home. I will never forget waiting with 
families at the Reunification Center in 
Las Vegas, where they braced them-
selves for the worst possible news. 

Two more people have died of their 
wounds since the attack. Over 800 peo-
ple were injured in the shooting and in 
the chaos that followed, as people fled 
for safety. And countless members of 
our community are still dealing with 
the emotional scars left by the vio-
lence of that night. 

For those hundreds of concertgoers 
and for their loved ones, 1 October is a 
lingering presence—one that can re-
turn in a rush at the faintest reminder, 
like the sound of sirens or fireworks. 

The day remains the deadliest mass 
shooting in modern American history. 

While a nightmare unfolded around 
them, hundreds of people sprang into 
action to save lives, even at the risk of 
their own. Brave first responders 
rushed to the scene to direct people to 
safety and transport the wounded. 
Healthcare workers jumped into ac-
tion. Ordinary Nevadans stood in line 
for hours in the days after the shooting 
to give blood to those in need. And 
businesses all over the State and coun-
try provided every imaginable support, 
from food to blankets, to airline tick-
ets. 

I think about that contrast every 
time I think of October 1, 2017, between 
the darkness of the circumstances and 
the light of our community coming to-
gether in the aftermath. In the midst 
of terror and heartbreak, a whole city, 
a State, a country of people showed up 
to help one another. And I am so proud 
of Nevadans, whose first response to 
tragedy was to help their community 
heal these painful wounds. 

On that horrible night and the days 
after, every selfless act, large or small, 
made a difference. From bystanders 
who turned their pickup trucks into 
ambulances, to the thousands of Ne-
vadans who put ‘‘Vegas Strong’’ signs 
in their windows to show survivors 
that they weren’t alone, Nevadans 
came together to help. 

Now, we cannot undo the terrible ac-
tions or tragic events, but we can al-
ways do something to lessen the weight 
of these events. And even though years 
have passed, we still owe it to everyone 
touched by this tragedy to continue 
moving through our grief toward heal-
ing, and there is still so much that we 
can do. 

Every time we reminisce about those 
we have lost, we help their loved ones 
keep the memories alive. With every 
donation to the memorial scholarships, 
we honor those affected by the shoot-
ing. We help survivors deal with the 
impact of this tragedy when we talk 
about the mental health toll that the 
shooting has taken and when we work 
to decrease the stigma around mental 
health issues. 

I have consistently worked to expand 
treatment options for mental health 
and substance use issues, and I will 
keep pushing in the Senate to support 
life-changing care for those facing 
mental health challenges. 

We make it better when we advocate 
for commonsense laws to prevent gun 
violence as well, like the ones we have 
passed in Nevada. 

It is unbelievable that I am standing 
here on the Senate floor 4 years after I 
first spoke about this tragedy and that 
we still have not been able to pass 
background checks and commonsense 
gun safety measures. 

The majority of Americans are with 
us. We need to act because Las Vegas 
deserves it and so do communities all 
across the Nation. We cannot continue 
to stand by as mass attacks and shoot-
ings take a tragic toll all over the 
United States. 

To the people of Las Vegas who con-
tinue to grapple with the pain we expe-
rienced on that day, know that I am 
with you. We will continue to work to 
create a permanent memorial at the 
site of the shooting to be a tangible re-
minder of what we know; that even in 
the darkest times—especially in the 
darkest times—we can come together 
to help one another and we can make a 
difference. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
NOMINATION OF TRACY STONE-MANNING 

Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, from 
Utah’s red rock canyons to our alpine 
meadows, from the sprawling salt flats 
to the towering mountain peaks, it is 
hard to overstate the beauty of Utah’s 
majestic landscapes. 

So much about being a Utahn is our 
connection to and care for our land. 
These values have been engrained in 
our culture since the pioneers found 
refuge here in 1847. We take great pride 
in the fact that folks from all over the 
country and all over the world travel 
to our State to experience these rich 
and diverse landscapes. 

Utah has nearly the highest percent-
age of its land owned by the Federal 
Government—nearly two-thirds of our 
52 million acres. And of that Federal 
land, more than 23 million acres is 
managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

This land has been cared for and used 
by Utahns for generations— 
recreationists and sportsmen who take 
advantage of the access to hike, hunt, 
mountain bike, ATV, and camp; the 
ranchers who graze their livestock to 
provide our food and fiber; the commu-

nities that rely on the oil and gas de-
velopment in the Basin or the coal 
mines and powerplants to provide more 
than 70 percent of our electricity; indi-
viduals interested in exploring the cul-
tural anthropology of our land; and 
simply the residents who look to our 
open spaces for solitude. 

Utahns deserve and demand that our 
public lands be managed by someone 
they can trust. It is quite obvious that 
the President’s nominee for the Direc-
tor of Bureau of Land Management, 
Tracy Stone-Manning, is not worthy of 
our trust. 

Ms. Stone-Manning’s history of aid-
ing ecoterrorism is extremely trou-
bling and alone should be disqualifying 
for the position to which she has been 
nominated. It would be like nomi-
nating Bernie Madoff to serve as Treas-
ury Secretary. 

For those who aren’t familiar with 
tree spiking—an action with which Ms. 
Stone-Manning has been associated— 
let me offer a brief synopsis. Tree spik-
ing involves hammering a metal or ce-
ramic rod into a tree trunk. Loggers 
could be seriously harmed or even 
killed when they cut into the trunk of 
a tree that has been spiked. And the 
same goes for sawmill operators who 
are processing the log in the mill. 
Ecoterrorists who engage in tree spik-
ing are willing to cause the gruesome 
injury or death of hard-working Ameri-
cans who are simply trying to provide 
for their families. 

But it is not only her efforts assist-
ing ecoterrorists that are of concern. 
Ms. Stone-Manning’s blatant dishon-
esty about being investigated over a 
tree-spiking incident to the Senate 
should disqualify her serving as BLM 
Director. 

I take my constitutional duty to pro-
vide advice and consent with regard to 
Presidential nominees very seriously, 
as we all do. And with limited excep-
tion, I believe Presidents, regardless of 
party, should be able to put into place 
qualified individuals to lead their 
team. I have supported several of Presi-
dent Biden’s nominees even though I 
have disagreed with them on particular 
policy issues because I believe they 
were basically qualified for the posi-
tion to which they had been nomi-
nated. 

Simply put, however, Tracy Stone- 
Manning’s past involvement in 
ecoterrorism and her attempt to con-
ceal that participation before the Sen-
ate make her unfit to serve as Director 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 

I will be opposing her nomination 
and urge my Democratic friends—espe-
cially those who represent States with 
large amounts of Federal land—to op-
pose her nomination as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah. 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, back in 1987, 
a 23-year-old mill worker named 
George Alexander struck a tree spike— 
a tree spike like this one—in the log 
that he was processing. His sawblade 
shattered, and it caused a wound 
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